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  There will be  
       a Celebration!  

 

On Sunday, September 24, at 4 p.m. 
DRC will host Pastor Chris’ installation 
service.  
 

Members of the Classis of Albany,    
our church family, and visiting friends 
and colleagues will gather for this  
special service marking the official 
“beginning” of the next chapter in the 
life of DRC.  
 

After the service, make sure join Pastor 
Chris and your church for a time of  
fellowship and refreshments in   
Fellowship Hall.  
 

We have enjoyed the first few months 
of our life and ministry together and 
now celebrate our journey in seeking 
God’s direction and blessing in the 
months and years to come.  
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Special “Kick Off” events are coming  
in September!   
 

As summer comes to a close, our church year gets back into full swing!      
Join us in worship as a new church season kicks off on September 10.  
This week, we will all join together in a family friendly worship service, appro-
priate for all ages at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  This will allow us to gather 
one more time in a single service before our regular 9:30 a.m. (traditional)   
and 11:15 a.m. (contemporary) schedule resumes the following week on    
September 17. After worship, you will want to make sure to join the church 
family for a welcome back all church picnic held in Fellowship Hall (See more 
information at the end of this article for what to bring!).   

As you head from worship to lunch, you will want to make sure to keep an eye 
out for friendly faces and information on all kinds of upcoming opportunities. 
With all of the excitement a new year brings, we are celebrating in style with a 
Fall Ministry and Church Expo after worship between the sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall. Have you ever wondered about all of the things that go 
on behind the scenes at church?  Have you thought about how you might get  
involved, but wondered how?  Find out the answers to these and more ques-
tions at the Ministry and Church Expo.  
 

Our walkway will be filled with tables for many of our ministry programs, fellow-
ship groups and committees for you to see.  You can find out who to speak 
with about ideas and events and perhaps find a place you’d like to be more 
involved in the future!  It will be a great and simple opportunity to celebrate  
and learn more about the day to day activities, children’s programs, music  
ministry, Bible studies, mission and fellowship groups of the congregation,   
just to name a few! 
 

Finally, make sure to dress in your Sunday/family best as we will have a photo 
booth set up for all who are and wish to be included in our church directory. 
We will be updating older photos and adding new ones as we continue this 
important effort to connect and get to know others in our church family. 

 

Kick Off Sunday Schedule: 
 

10:00 a.m. All-church worship in the sanctuary. 
 

After worship – Ministry Expo in the Narthex 
 

After Worship – Church Directory Photos Taken 
 

11:30 a.m. – Church Picnic in Fellowship Hall 
 

No need to sign up, but please help us feed the masses! 
 

Last Name A - J   side dish 
   K - Q   potato chips “ish” 
   R - Z    dessert 

During Sunday School, July 30, Mrs. 
Landrigan and the children explored 
the sanctuary to find out all the differ-
ent ways one can help in worship. 
Above, they tried out singing in the 
choir.   Lily Osborne, Abby West, and 
Anastasia Duncan. 



 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
 

Our Sunday School program, a vital ministry to and with our youngest church family members, will  
see some new beginnings as we kick off the school year.   
 

This year we begin a new schedule format and curriculum. Our youngest children will still be able to go to the nursery   
during both services and now also during our traditional coffee hour time in between them. (Parents are invited to consider 
what is appropriate for their children ages three and four and allow them to stay in worship or head to nursery during the 
worship service.)  
 

Typically, our children from age three - seventh grade will be worshipping with their families and joining in Sunday School 
between our two services, beginning at 11:10 (leaving during the last hymn in the early service typically) where they will 
join those who come with their families before the later service. Each week the classes will join for a time of music together 
before they head to their individual classes. We continue to have our youngest class (age 3 and 4) in the Children in    
Worship program. Older grades from Pre-K through Seventh will enjoy Spark: Activate Faith curriculum. In addition to all  
of our classes learning about the same story each week, each grade will have a specific memory verse or prayer they will 
learn during the year. The classes will also have the opportunity to reflect on a different part of the worship service each 
week as they consider what we do and why we do it in our different styles of worship. In worship, there will be a variety of 
age appropriate activities and worship helps for parents to use with their children. Or, our children will be invited to join 
older worship buddies in select pews and sit together after the Children’s Message each week. 
 

As part of the confirmation class, students in the eighth grade and older will be involved in weekly worship services as the 
year gets going, with their classes beginning in October (see article on page 4 for more information).  
 

We are thankful for all of our teachers (our classes are all “team taught” to rotate our teachers and allow them to regularly 
attend church while providing our students with two friendly adult leaders) and teen helpers who are volunteering their time 
and leadership this year. The year ahead promises to combine many of the things we love about Sunday School with 
some new programs too, including (our kids participating in worship leadership and a monthly breakfast with the pastor 
when our children will get to know Pastor Chris). 
 

We are looking forward to a number of special opportunities for our children and youth including:  

 Confirmation on June 10, 2018, for our eighth graders and high school students who have not yet had the  
 opportunity to make their proclamation of faith 

 A special communion class with Pastor Chris planned for late April for students second grade and older wishing to 
 participate in communion 

 Children’s Sunday on May 20, which is also when all students second grade and older who have not received a 
 Bible will be presented with one from their church family.  

If you have any questions about Sunday School, contact Lisa Rakoczy, our Family Ministry Coordinator at lisa@drchurch. 
org or 518 439-9929. 

  

New Sunday School Curriculum  
Our school aged children will get a chance to Spark! this 
school year with our new curriculum. In addition to being 
Bible based, interactive and child-centered, another big 
benefit is that children across grade levels learn develop-
mentally appropriate material about the same topic each 
week.  
 

Spark!  focuses on Bible stories through discussion 
and hands on activities. Kids interact with the Bible lesson 
by connecting what they've learned to their own lives and 
the world around them. Different learning styles are ad-
dressed and family suggestions for the week are provided. 
We are excited for our kids and teachers to begin! 
 

Substitute Teacher Opportunity 
Always wanted to be a Sunday School substitute but  
didn’t want to miss worship? Now you don’t have to!  
With our joint Sunday School pilot program, classes are 
now between services, so substitutes no longer have to 

make a choice between teaching and worshipping. We 
promise to only ask about once a school year. Background 
checks are required. All materials provided. Contact Lisa,  
lisa@drchurch.org for more information or to sign up.  
 

Call for Nursery Volunteers! 
Did you know that a children’s nursery is one of a church’s 
most valuable ministries?  
 

It can often provide a child’s first sense of belonging to their 
church family, and an immeasurable comfort to parents of 
young children, knowing their child is safe and warmly 
cared for. Please consider assisting Karen, our Nursery 
Directory, as a volunteer. Contact Lisa to sign up at lisa@ 
drchurch.org or 439-9929. 
 

Parents—Please register your children for  
Sunday School by September 24th! 
There are two easy ways to do this: 
· Paper copies available in the Narthex beginning Aug.13 
· Online registration at www.drchurch.org. 
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The Family Promise  
Ministry at Delmar  
Reformed Church 
 

By Rebecca Clancy 
 

DRC is more than halfway through 
its third year as a host church for 
the Family Promise of the Capital 
Region and it is important to know 
that we have played an integral role 
in assisting more than 20 families 
transition out of the hopelessness 
that results from not having perma-
nent and sustainable housing.   
This ministry provides a calling for 
us to serve God in a very real and 
hands-on way.  Our next two host 
weeks for 2017 are scheduled for 
September 24-October 1 and      
December 17-24.   
 

As we look forward to planning for 
the future host weeks, Hank Woller 
and I would like to make some 
changes to the way the program is 
coordinated at DRC and are looking 
to establish a four-person coordina-
tor team.  With a 4-person team, 
one person would be responsible for 
coordinating dinner volunteers,  
scheduling the dinners for the week, 
and shopping for additional food 
provisions before the families arrive; 
a second person would be responsi-
ble for coordinating and scheduling 
all of the Overnight Volunteers;   
a third person would be responsible 
for setting up the cots and preparing 
the rooms prior to the families arriv-
ing at church for the week and a 
fourth person would coordinate the 
clean-up and cot removal efforts on 
the last day of the host week.   
 

In addition, the four coordinators 
would take turns greeting the van as 
it arrives at church each day from 
the Family Promise Day Center  
prior to the arrival of the volunteers 
who have signed up to serve dinner.   
As you can imagine, a successful 

host week requires many dedicated 

volunteers.  Please prayerfully    

consider becoming a coordinator for 

this mission program.  If you would 

like more information or have ideas 

for me, please don’t hesitate to let 

me or Hank know.  Thank you! 

LUNCH BUNCH 
 

Adult Fellowship 
 

Starts Thursday, September 7 
12:30 pm 

$5.00 
 

We will meet the first Thursday    
of the month, in Fellowship Hall  

for a delicious home-cooked  
hot lunch. 

 

ALL ADULTS ARE WELCOME 
  

After our lunch Pastor Chris will 
share a devotion. 

 

PLEASE JOIN US!!! 
 

Each month is different,  
come to any or all that you wish!! 

 

RSVP to the church office,  
439-9929. 

 
 

Consistory Corner 
 

As a church, we are active in minis-
try in many ways.   
 

One of the most incredible aspects 
of our ministry is our very building.   
It provides for the needs of our    
congregation and is a place of     
welcome, solace, and fellowship for 
our community all throughout the 
week.  Tasked with stewardship of 
this important resource, we are em-
barking upon a time of discernment 
about how we now use our building 
and dreaming about how we could 
use our building in the future.  
We are seeking to determine what 
immediate repairs, short-term fixes, 
and upgrades need to happen,  
while also casting new vision for how 
we can better provide for the minis-
try of the church to the congregation 
and community in the future through 
the use of our building.  
 

As we begin this process, our first 
step is going to be an upcoming 
building walk-through (soon to be 
scheduled) to take note of areas of 
need and think of what “could be”. If 
you are interested in being a part of 
this opportunity, or think you know 
someone who is a good fit for this 
group, please contact Deacon John 
Leath, jeleath@juno.com who 
serves as our consistory liaison to 
the property committee and is organ-
izing the project. 

Summer Mission trip        

to Camp Fowler 
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Rick Bird 
Alison Calvagno 
Paul Hesse 
John Leath 
Tom McIllroy 
John Osterhout 
Nancy Pierson 
Anne Riley 
Chris Wagner 
Missy Woller 
Hank Woller 
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RPMs Senior High Youth Group  

 

Calling ALL 9-12th graders!!!  
Come check out RPMs Youth Group 

 

RPMs Youth Group is an Ecumenical Group comprised of 
three churches:  Reformed, Presbyterian, and Methodist 
Churches of Delmar.  All 9-12

th
 grade students are welcome.  

We meet Sunday nights here at DRC where we connect with 
one another about everyday things that impact the lives of 
youth today and of course just have fun!   
 

The RPMs also spend the year doing local community     
service, we travel to New York City to do a Midnight Run,   
go on retreats and travel for our annual mission trip in the 
spring.  This is a great group!  For more information please 
email Beth Gould at RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com  
 

September Schedule:  
Sunday, September 10 – First RPM Meeting (ALL 9-12

th
   

Graders Welcome) 7 pm Delmar Reformed Church 
   

Sunday, September 24 – Students & Parents Meeting 7 pm 
Delmar Reformed Church  

 

Save the Date: 
Rise Against Hunger  

Community Wide Service Project! 
 

Saturday, September 30 
10am – 1 pm  

 Delmar Presbyterian Church  
 

The RPMs are hosting the third Rise Against Hunger 
(formally known as Stop Hunger Now) packaging event and 
invite members of our church community to participate again 
this year.  
 

We will once again pack 25,000 dehydrated meals to be 
shipped around the world to feeding programs. The RPMs 
pay $.29 per meal (that’s $7,250) so donations to help offset 
the cost are greatly appreciated.   
 

Small children through those “young at heart” are encour-
aged to come, as there are jobs for everyone!  SIGN UP  
before September 25th is REQUIRED. Please RSVP to 
Beth Gould at RPMsYouthGroup@Gmail.com  

Day Trip to Mohonk Mountain House in New Paltz 
Tuesday, October 17 

  

 Since 1869, our sprawling Victorian castle has hosted visitors at this unique 1,200 acre mountaintop setting.   
 Tucked away at the top of the Shawangunk Ridge, Mohonk offers spectacular views of an incredible landscape.  
 Dining at Mohonk is an experience to be remembered. Fine foods prepared from the freshest ingredients are 
 the hallmark of dining at Mohonk. Our luncheon buffet includes carved meats, hot entrees, cooked vegetables, 
 a salad bar and prepared salads, along with a selection of  homemade desserts. 
 

Included with our meal is a day pass, meaning we can enjoy, Hiking, Barn Museum, Croquet, Greenhouses, 
and Horseshoes.  
 

Charter Bus from the DRC parking lot, meal and activities included  ~  $115 per person   
Look for details in the Narthex  ~  RSVP to church office by September 15 

Middle School Youth  
Join Us For Something New!  
All students and friends in grades six through eight!  
      Are you waiting patiently for RPM’s in High School,  
      but just want to get started in youth group now?  
 

Then our new Middle School Youth Group is just the thing 
for you!  Pastor Chris and others will lead a monthly group 
focused on faith discussion, fellowship, and mission begin-
ning September 17 at 4:30 pm. 
 

We also plan special meetings throughout the year, like 
pumpkin carving in October, Christmas Caroling in       
December and a bowling trip!  
 

We will typically meet following confirmation on the third    
Sunday of the month 4:30 pm – 6 pm.  In addition, we may 
enjoy some combined activities throughout the year with 
our friends at the Methodist Church and other churches in 
town. For more information about the group, or if you are 
interested in helping lead the group alongside Pastor 
Chris (volunteers sought!) please contact him 
(cvandebunte@drchurch.org or 518 439-9929). 

News for all kids! 
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Confirmation Offered for those  
in Eighth Grade and Above 
  

If you are a student, or the parent of a student interested in 
joining the church, you should be aware of and involved in 
our confirmation class.   
 

The Confirmation Class meets approximately 12 times, 
twice a month, beginning October 1 and going through the 
winter and spring before Confirmation Sunday on June 10.   
 

During the year, each of our students are paired with an 
adult in the congregation as a mentor.  Our student-mentor 
pairs will work on activities and conversation outside of our 
regular class.  Our students and parents will receive infor-
mation about the class via the mail.  If you would like more 
information about confirmation, please contact Pastor Chris 
by email or phone.  
 

All students who plan to take be part of  the confirma-
tion class should bring a parent to the informational 
meeting on Sunday, October 1, at 2 pm in Bennett   
Parlors.   
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D R C  F A M I L Y  N E W S  

Caregiving Team 

The Caregiving Team welcomes the opportunity to 
make and bring meals to our church family members.  
We would like to help you in times of grief, illness or 
the arrival of a new baby.  
 

Please let Kathy Carlton know if we can prepare a 
meal - or several, for you. You can reach Kathy at   
365-5660 or kathycarlton328@gmail.com or call the 
church office, 439-9929. 
 

Mug & Muffin 
Mark your calendars for the next Mug & Muffing on 
Saturday, September 9th 9am - 10:30am in Bennett 
Parlors. More details soon! Stay tuned! 

Prayer & Praise 
Prayers of healing for:  Sue Corlett, Ardyce 

Elmore, Katie Kurtessis, Pam Stewart. 
  

Prayers of Safety:  Pat Willey’s nephew Vinnie 

Marciano, deployed to Afghanistan. 
 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving:  For the birth of baby 

Eden Cecile, June 6, to Lauren & Brian Axford. 
 

Prayers of Sympathy: Carol Ackerman on the 

death of her husband, Jim. 
 

The Ackerman family, Carol and Holly, thank our DRC 
family for the support, prayers, visits, and meals given 
to us during Jim’s Hospice care at our home.  Jim was 
especially touched by Pastor Chris and Nancy 
Landrigan’s visit on Chris’ first day at DRC.  Nancy was 
very supportive in coordinating visits and meals.  The 
reception, coordinated by Charlene Hesse, after Jim’s 
memorial was much appreciated by family and friends.  
There are many others, and can’t mention them all now 
but you know who you are, to thank for giving us 
Christian love.  

DRC Groups & Meetings 
  

Lunch Bunch is scheduled for 12:30 pm Thursday, 

September 7.  Please call the church office, 439-9929, for 
more information or a reservation. 
   

Mid-Week Bible Study resumes September 13 here 

at DRC, Wednesdays at 10 a.m. 
  

MOPS  ~  Mothers of Preschoolers 
Moms of newborns to pre-K kids  join us for fun, food 
and learning how to be better moms.   

  

We meet Wednesdays 9:30-11:30am in Bennett Parlors. 
Childcare is provided!  For more information please call 
Kathy Brown,  429-4081.  “Snow Days”  If the Bethlehem 
School District is closed MOPS is canceled.  If school is 
delayed, an e-mail will be sent if we are having MOPS. 
  

Men’s Breakfast:  Saturday, September 23   

The meeting begins at 8 am.  Starting in October meetings 
will be the second and fourth Saturdays of the month.  All 
men of DRC are welcome! 

Barnabas College student support 

The Barnabas program begins again in late August.   
 

 The Biblical Barnabas, was a friend and companion who 
 traveled with Paul as they spread the word of Jesus.  
 Barnabas was a champion and an encourager to Paul.   
 

It is the hope of all DRC “Barnabas Friends” they also are 
encouragers to the college students they are partnered 
with.  The Barnabas Friend is a secret to the student.   
 

A Barnabas Friend supports and encourages with letters, 
packages and prayers.  If you are interested in being a  
Barnabas Friend or are a college student please contact 
Linda Mayou at amayouiii@nycap.rr.com or 518-635-1118.  
This has been an awesome project for all who participate. 
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Albany Guardian Society is hosting     
a community forum entitled:  
 

“Aging in Community: The Village Movement”  
 

Thursday, September 14 at The Hearst Media Center,  
645 Albany Shaker Road, Albany ~ 9 am – 4 pm  
 

The forum includes national speakers on the Village Move-
ment, including Susan McWhinney-Morse, co-founder of 
Beacon Hill Village, the first Village founded in 2002.  
 

Both breakfast and lunch will be served. 
 

While there is no cost to attend the forum, registration 
is on a first-come basis and is required by September 
7.  We anticipate the forum will “sell-out”, so please register 
soon.  
 

The Guardian Society will present a program about funeral 
planning here at DRC Thursday, October 5 at 1:30 pm. 
More information will follow. 

Would You Like to Know More 
About or How to Join Delmar  
Reformed Church?   
 

If you are a visitor who would like to know more 
about the church, or are wondering what it means to 
be a member at the church, you might be interested 
in attending a casual time of information and discus-
sion (with no obligations) with Pastor Chris after wor-
ship on an upcoming Sunday at the church.   
 

Please contact Pastor Chris for more information 
(cvandebunte@drchurch.org or 518 439-9929) about 
discussing this opportunity!  
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Delmar Reformed Church 
386 Delaware Avenue 
Delmar, NY 12054 
www.drchurch.org 
518.439.9929 
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FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS SEPTEMBER 17 
9:30 am Traditional worship   
11:15 am Contemporary Worship 
 Nursery Care is available at each Worship Service 
   

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED     
Info@drchurch.org 
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Church & Community BBQ 

Wednesday, August 16  6:00 pm 
 

Chicken and hot dogs provided by DRC 
 

Please bring a dish to share  
(ex. salads, beans, desserts) 

 

Invite your friends! 

If you can help with:   
set-up at 4:30,  serving 6-7:30, or clean-up  

please email Jon Montgomery jerseyjon32@yahoo.com   
or Nancy Landrigan nlandrigan@drchurch.org. 

  
Sponsored by your Outreach Committee. 
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